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E MMA BLANCHE ERICKSON, beloved mother and grandmother, died in

Oakland on June 14, 2015 at the age of 92. A Californian her entire life, she was
nonetheless proud of her French ancestry. Blanche was born in San Francisco on

March 20, 1923, grew up in Los Angeles, graduated from Hollywood High School,

married, and raised a family in Burbank. In 1988, she returned to the Bay Area to live.
She volunteered in the History Department of the Oakland Museum of California,

for which she received a mayoral award. She also participated in activities through
the North Berkeley and Oakland Senior Centers. Whether taking community college

classes, camping, attending movies and concerts, traveling, or photographing

flowers, she was inquisitive by nature, passionate about learning, and a source of
inspiration to those around her. Her flower-themed greeting cards reflected the

beauty of California for those who sent and received them. Her family is grateful for
the strength, steadfast support, and guidance she provided. She is survived by her

three children, Melinda Erickson (Neil Joeck), Lesley Erickson, and Mark Erickson

(Leatrice Blazakovich); five grandchildren, Erica, Morgan, Graeme, Trieste, and
Christophe; and nieces and nephews. Services will be held at Chapel of the Chimes,

4499 Piedmont Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611, on June 22 at noon. In lieu of flowers,
donations in Blanche’s name may be made to the Clinton Foundation or Oakland

Museum of California.
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Blanche by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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